Vision – Knowing. Serving. Engaging.
Albert Einstein was on a train from Princeton
when the conductor came down the aisle, punching the
tickets. As he reached for Dr. Einstein’s ticket, he recognized
the Nobel Prize winner, the man declared the Man of the
Century by Time magazine. Einstein fumbled for his ticket
and couldn’t find it in his first pocket. He checked another
pocket, and another, then looked in his briefcase, but he
couldn’t find it. The conductor said, “Dr. Einstein,
I recognize you. I’m sure you bought a ticket.
Don’t worry. I trust you.” The conductor continued on his
way and came to the end of the car. As he was moving
through the door to the next car, he looked back and saw
the most amazing sight: there was the great physicist, on
his hands and knees, looking for the ticket under the seat.
The conductor rushed back and said, “Dr. Einstein, I told
you, I know who you are. Don’t worry about it!” Dr. Einstein
looked up and said, “I, too, know who I am. But I don’t
know where I am going!”
For Fall, the answer is simple: knowing God
(through Alpha, our regular programming, and worship) and
serving God and others (through Serve Chico and our other
vital missions). Through both of these goals, we are also
building up the Body of Christ. Still—what’s the long-term
vision? Excellent question! This is especially poignant as we
prepare to celebrate the 150th anniversary of our church.
Our collective vision is as important as ever as we strive to
be a church that continues to bless the generations. God
has and will continue to be faithful to us. It is incumbent on
us, however, to embrace his call as we step into our future.
Where are we going? We know who we are in the eyes of
Christ – beloved, cherished, called, and made for a purpose
(1 Peter 2:4). But what is our vision? Where are we headed?
Session has approved my recommendation to
“start a process in January (with formal leg-work underway
this fall) of discerning together what Christ is calling us to in
the next 5 years. Establishing our vision is a “we” process
because we are the priesthood of God (1 Peter 2:9-10). We
are called to discern the mind of Christ together. Bidwell has
had great success in the past when developing vision together.
I am grateful for the opportunity to facilitate and direct this
process after less than a year of leading here.

uncommon vision
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Proverbs 29:18 tells us, “Where there is no vision, the people
will perish.” Those ancient words ring just as true today. A compelling
vision unites the church. It also communicates to those around us in
Northern California (a largely unchurched population) that the church
offers hope, love, mercy, joy, justice, and peace that are uncommon and
worth participating in. There’s much work to be done as the harvest is
plentiful (Matthew 9:37). With 1,500 on the roster, the workers are more
than a few here at Bidwell, but the task is significant and the mission is
bold (Matthew 28:18-20). I can’t wait for what God has in store.”
		

		 –Henry Hansen, Senior Pastor
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WE CELEBRATE
the ongoing ministries of the church.
WE ARE THANKFUL
for the many volunteers that make
these ministries possible.
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