
Rising Above:  Insights From the Book of Philippians 
Week 1 

Finish the Job 
Philippians 1:1-6 

 
 
OPEN WITH PRAYER 

 
GETTING STARTED:  What is your favorite movie that has redemption as a 
theme?  (examples might include Sea Biscuit, Shawshank Redemption, Top 
Gun, Beauty and the Beast)  Why do we love these movies? 
 
LEARNING & APPLYING GOD’S WORD   

 
 
Together, read Philippians 1:1-6 together 

 
1.  What is the “good work” that Paul is writing about in verse 6?  What was 
the theological term that Steve said describes this good work? 
 
 
 
 
2.  What did Steve mean when he said that the transformation that occurs in a 
Christian’s life is relational and not mechanical?  What are some reasons why 
this is an important distinction? 
 
 
 
 
3.  What is the goal of God’s good work in our lives? 
 
 
 
 
4.  George MacDonald once wrote “God is easy to please but hard to satisfy.”  
What did MacDonald mean by this statement? 

 
 
 
 



 
LIVING OUT “REAL LIFE” 

 
1. Verse 6 gives us some great promises:  

• God’s power will change us 
• God will never quit on us 

• God will complete the work he has started 
How can confidence in these promises help us rise above the 
circumstances in our lives? 
 
 
 

2. In what ways has your relationship with Christ changed your life? 
 
 
 
 

3. Is there any area of your life that you would like to see God heal or 
transform? 

 
 
 
 

SHARING AND PRAYER (Prayer Requests) 
Take some time to share prayer requests, where you need to find God’s 
grace and peace.  Be sure to give thanks for each other and pray for one 
another’s needs.  When we pray together, we find the power of God. 
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